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Great Desert; with Ethiopians, Tartars, and Blacks ; all these respected the word they had given, and refrained from insulting a man in misfortune." His letter produced its effect : whether the Admiral considered that he was doing wrong, or that a spark of humanity brought back more moderate sentiments, he suffered him to depart. Desaix disembarked at Toulon.
He there learned that the First Consul was on the point of conquering Italy. Desirous of fighting by his side, and of partaking of his perils, he was eager to join him ; but he was also a good son, and loved his mother with the most tender affection. After two years of absence he would have wished to have embraced her, and to have reposed on his laurels ; but glory was his passion; he sought to be immortalized, and this desire prevailed.
Obliged to perform quarantine at Toulon, his impatience could not brook the delay; he burned to join Buonaparte, and receiving an invitation from him, he instantly took post and hastened forward with all speed. At St. Germain, he was attacked by some Piedmontese brigands ; one of his suite was killed, (an Ethiopian, whom he had brought with him from Upper Egypt, and who had been presented to him by the King of Darfour,) and many others were desperately wounded. The Genius of France, which watched over Desaix, reserved him for a more glorious end.
He arrived at Brondi, the general rendezvous, where his presence created the most lively sensations. His companions in arms hastened to receive him with every possible mark of admiration and respect; and when his division took the position of Tortona, he terminated his career by a ball, like Joubert and Marceau.Elphinslonc, Viscount Keith (x 746-182 j).e fight, and succeeds inre,y on the death of Augustus, fifth Earl, on August 8, 1810.
